
© 2012 ff  -Jack M. Wilson Distinguished Professor 

Case: Muhammad Yunas 
Dr. Jack M. Wilson 

Distinguished Professor  

of Higher Education, Emerging Technologies, and Innovation 

 

http://www.jackmwilson.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jack_Ma_2008.jpg


© 2012 ff  -Jack M. Wilson Distinguished Professor 

Muhammad Yunus 

• Bangladesh 

• Chittagong College 

• Dhaka College  

• PhD Economics Vanderbilt 

• Professor Economics in Bangladesh 

• Founded profitable packaging company 

• Invented microcredit and microfinance 

• Nobel Peace Prize  

• Founder of Grameen Bank 

– In the late 1980s, Grameen started to diversify by attending to  
underutilized fishing ponds and irrigation pumps like deep tube wells. 

– In 1989, these diversified interests started growing into separate organizations.  
The fisheries project became Grameen Motsho  
("Grameen Fisheries Foundation") and the irrigation project became  
Grameen Krishi ("Grameen Agriculture Foundation").  

– In time, the Grameen initiative grew into a multi-faceted group of profitable and non-profit ventures, including 
major projects like Grameen Trust and Grameen Fund, which runs equity projects like Grameen Software 
Limited, Grameen CyberNet Limited, and Grameen Knitwear Limited, as well as Grameen Telecom, which 
has a stake in Grameenphone (GP), the biggest private phone company in Bangladesh. 

– From its start in March 1997 to 2007, GP's Village Phone (Polli Phone) project had brought cell-phone 
ownership to 260,000 rural poor in over 50,000 villages.[24] 

 

– The success of the Grameen microfinance model inspired similar efforts in about 100 developing countries 
and even in developed countries including the United States.  Many microcredit projects retain Grameen's 
emphasis of lending to women.  

– More than 94% of Grameen loans have gone to women, who suffer disproportionately from poverty and who 
are more likely than men to devote their earnings to their families 
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